Press statement: Reorganisation of Casualty Service of Royal Adelaide Hospital by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/1083
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press statement: Reorganisation of Casualty Service of Royal Adelaide Hospital
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/1083
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
/o&3 4 
PRESS STATEMENT FROM THE CHIEF SECRETARY &. MINI5TER OF HEALTH (MR. SHARD) 
14/5/71 
REORGANISATION OF CASUALTY SERVICE DF ROYAL ADELAIDE HOSPITAL. 
Important changes in the organisation of the Casualty Service at the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital were announced today by the Minister of Health, 
Mr. Shard. 
The changes follow a recent review of all the activities of the 
Casualty Service. 
The first stage in the reorganisation programme is the creation of 
a senior medical position to co-ordinate casualty services at the 
administrative level. 
Dr. W.J. Wilmott has been appointed to this post and this week took 
up his duties as Assistant Medical Superintendent (Casualty). 
Medical service in Casualty will be further strengthened by the appoint-
ment of Clinical Supervisors and the first appointments to these posts 
should be made shortly. 
In addition the organisation of Casualty will be improved by the 
provision of extra clerical staff and the nursing staff requirements 
are currently under consideration. 
Mr. Shard said the investigation had underlined the importance of the 
Casualty Service being maintained as the reception, assessment and 
emergency treatment point for patients suffering from sudden acute 
illness or from injuries resulting from accidents. 
It was in a patient's best interest to consult his or her General 
Practitioner in any non-emergency situation rather than to attend 
a public hospital casualty service. 
He noted that patients with Medical Entitlement Cards are entitled to 
free service from the G.P.'s. 
G.P.'s could also arrange for pensioners to receive free specialist 
consultation at outpatient clinics at the Royal Adelaide Hospital 
without the need for the patient to attend at casualty first. 
Anybody who contributes to a Medical Benefits Fund can be re-imbursed 
for most of the cost of a consultation with a General Practitioner. 
However the cost of an attendance at Casualty will not be reimbursed 
by Medical Benefit Funds. 
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